
My name is Gabrielle (Bri) Rooks and I am from Vernon, Vermont and am 

currently attending Drew University as a Sophomore this year. My love for service started 

from a young age through church projects and elementary school. When I began attending 

Stoneleigh Burnham School I was asked to hold a diaper drive to help the local chapter of 

the United Way. The following year I found myself serving as the Co-president of a 

Community Service Club, in my Junior year I was the President and my Senior year I was 

the head of community service and sustainability for my school. This meant that I was in 

charge of creating service days and organizing service events for my peers. I knew after 

high school that I wanted to pursue work in the nonprofit sector as a career and that is 

where I found Drew University. Drew was a University that would allow me to incorporate 

service into my education. I am a Civic Scholar at Drew, which means I complete at least 

100 hours of service a year. I am also a member of the Change Builders program on 

campus. I have had the opportunity to work with many organizations as well as start my 

own sector of a non-profit where I teach kids with special needs how to dance. In my short 

time at Drew I have been able to go on two service trips and lead two service trips. I serve 

on the board for Volunteer Without Borders on campus where we plan 3 service trips a 

year, as well as leading habitat builds. Just speaking with people who come from different 

places and interests has taught me some of the most important things. People come from all 

over, bringing something very valuable that we can learn from if we are willing to take the 

time to listen. There is power in your presence. I want to help us step away from the 

negative posts, the negative comments, and the negative actions that take place in our world 

to try to show the growth that can take place with positive actions.  


