
Dr. Saul Peterson, Executive Director 
New Jersey Campus Compact 
 
           April 15, 2020 
Dear Saul: 
 
 It is my pleasure to recommend Laryssa Durschlag for the NJ Campus Compact Scholarship for William 
Paterson University.  Laryssa was recently named as a Campus Compact Newman Civic Fellow for 2020 - 2021.  
Laryssa is a junior majoring in Communications with a concentration in Media Productions.  To date, Laryssa 
has participated in over 50 university coordinated civic engagement activities both on and off campus, and has 
helped coordinate many service projects with the civic engagement team in the Office of Campus Activities, 
Service and Leadership.  She is a founding member of the WP Changebuilders program, created in cooperation 
with NJ Campus Compact.  This dedicated group of students each commit to 40+ hours of service each year, 
and plan multiple civic engagement opportunities for other WP students to engage on campus and within our 
communities.  Laryssa is passionate about serving those with food insecurities and volunteers weekly at our 
campus Pioneer Food Pantry. She has helped coordinate programs to assemble meal and care packages for 
local shelters, school kits for Paterson schools, and toy drives for community centers.  Laryssa has worked with 
various organizations to raise awareness regarding breast cancer, food insecurity, voter registration, and 
environmental issues. 
 

In addition to having a 3.31 GPA and on the Dean’s List, Laryssa is a member of WP’s chapter of the 
National Society of Leadership and Success, a mentee in the PESCE Family Mentoring Institute, President of 
Lambda Pi Eta National Communication Association's Honor Society, member of Hillel, and a founding 
member of Alpha Phi Omega Service Fraternity.  Laryssa is passionate about helping others and volunteers 20 
hours weekly helping to run many service activities for our community.  She is empathetic, hardworking, and 
fully engaged with those who she serves with, and those she serves.  Civic Engagement is a core value at 
William Paterson University, and Laryssa embodies these ideals through her commitment and leadership in 
serving the campus and surrounding community, and by encouraging others to follow her lead.  She believes 
in giving back to her community and is a role model for civic engagement.  I believe that Laryssa will continue 
to make an impact through her already extensive path of civic engagement at William Paterson University and 
beyond, and that receiving this scholarship will better enable her to accomplish this goal. 
 
Sincerely, 

Donna Minnich Spuhler 

Donna Minnich Spuhler 
Director, Campus Activities, Service and Leadership 
William Paterson University 
300 Pompton Rd 
Wayne, NJ 07470 
973-720-3258 
minnichspuhlerd@wpunj.edu 

 


