
Center for Student Involvement
Ramapo College of New Jersey
505 Ramapo Valley Road
Mahwah, NJ 07430

April 7, 2020

Dr. Saul Petersen
Executive Director
New Jersey Campus Compact
2039 Kennedy Boulevard
Jersey City, NJ 07305

Dear Dr. Petersen,

I wish to commend to you Ms. Claudia Wetzel for consideration to be among the inaugural 
group of New Jersey Campus Compact’s Thrivers. I am delighted to nominate Ms. Wetzel whom 
I have known and supervised for three years. 

Prior to Ms. Wetzel’s employment with the Civic and Community Engagement Center where she
was subsequently promoted to the position of Student Manager, Ms. Wetzel served as a literacy
tutor in Paterson, NJ as part of the nearly 30-year-old service learning course, Student Literacy 
Corps. Since 1991 this course, taught by Dr. Ellen Kaiden, has run without interruption and been 
dedicated to serving elementary and high school students who are non- or low-level readers. 
Claudia was one among the hundreds of Ramapo College students who have served Paterson’s 
public school students and adults in this way since 1991.

Thanks to the well-braided nature of Ms. Wetzel’s intellect, compassion, and curiosity she has 
continued to take on challenges well beyond the presumed scope of her Business 
Administration major, where, given her character and dedication, she maintains at 3.9 GPA. 

Before returning to Ms. Wetzel’s contributions in the civic and community engagement arena, I 
must also note that Ms. Wetzel served as co-captain of Ramapo College’s field hockey team for 
two seasons. 

Ms. Wetzel has also taken her commitment to service and leadership abroad to Ghana and 
Costa Rica. She participated in a student leadership program to Kwame Nkrumah University for 
Science and Technology (KNUST) in March 2019 and in January of this year she served as the 
student leader on a service trip to a wildlife sanctuary in Costa Rica. During the Costa Rica trip, 
while living in a quite bare bones arrangement with several hours of physical labor daily, Ms. 
Wetzel led by example, facilitated reflections sessions, kept up the group’s spirits, mediated 
conflict, and supported the staff trip leader both competently and compassionately. 
Prior to her international forays, Ms. Wetzel participated in a domestic alternative spring break 
to Asheville, North Carolina in March 2018. While in Asheville, Ms. Wetzel and the group served 



with Greenworks, a longstanding local environmental organization, and the Shiloh Community 
Association, an organization dedicated to the preservation and ongoing vitality of this historic 
African American neighborhood.

When at Ramapo Ms. Wetzel serves as a supervisor and mentor for her co-workers and peers in 
the Civic and Community Engagement Center. Here too, Ms. Wetzel leads by example. She is 
always willing to undertake the most challenging tasks and responsibilities. She never asks her 
co-workers to do anything that she herself would not do. Through the years, Ms. Wetzel has 
planned and executed events ranging from local community service trips, to panels and 
presentations focused on environmental justice issues, voter registration and elections, and 
most recently, the 2020 Census. Ms. Wetzel has served as the lead ambassador for Ramapo’s 
Andrew Goodman Foundation Vote Everywhere team since 2018. And this year, she took on the
added responsibility of leading the Civic and Community Engagement Center’s 2020 Census 
awareness and promotion events.

Ms. Wetzel excels at planning, organizing, and delegating. And, more than this, she is also quick 
on her feet and able to take charge on a moment’s – or less – notice. An example – during the 
closing of our annual Oxfam Hunger Banquet last November, we realized that our wrap-up was 
insufficient. Ms. Wetzel took the reins and led the group of about 40 faculty, students, and staff 
in a moving and meaningful closing that gave all participants a sense of having been valued and 
heard. 

To sum up, it is a great honor and pleasure to nominate Ms. Claudia Wetzel to become Ramapo 
College’s first Thriver. In her four years at Ramapo, Ms. Wetzel has dedicated herself to the 
common good and to educating her peers about the merits of community involvement and 
democratic political engagement.

Sincerely yours,

Karen B. Booth
Assistant Director,
Center for Student Involvement
Ramapo College of NJ
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